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   CORONAVIRUS UPDATE 27 MARCH 2020 

 

1. During this crisis, the Archbishop is granting to all Catholics in Sydney 
a dispensation from the usual obligation to participate in Sunday Mass. Since our 
last update, we have had to shut our Churches and discontinue most Liturgical 
services. 

2. We have stopped all meetings and gatherings for the time being. 
3. BAPTISM: In danger of death I will baptise any candidate, but the Archdiocese is 

recommending that we postpone all other baptisms for the time being. 
4. ANOINTING OF THE SICK: If you or someone you know is sick, please contact 

me immediately at the Presbytery. I am responding to all requests for anointing. If 
the patient has Coronavirus, please also contact me. The Archdiocese has 
arranged for a small group of (younger) priests who are specially trained and 
equipped to visit people with Coronavirus. 

5. FUNERALS: We are allowed to conduct a funeral in the Church but at this time 
the total number of people allowed to be in the Church is 10. 

6. HOLY WEEK AND EASTER: I will be celebrating Masses and the other liturgies 
during this time, but unfortunately the Church must remain closed to parishioners. 

 
SUPPORTING THE PARISH DURING THE CORONAVIRUS 
 

You can help the parish survive by donating online either through our website by credit 
card or through setting up a regular monthly transfer via internet banking.  
Our EFT details are BSB: 062 784. Account no: 26705001. Reference: Surname & 
Envelope number if applicable. 
 
PRAYING AT HOME DURING THE CORONAVIRUS 
 

The Australian Bishops have published a regularly updated guide to praying at home 
during the period of isolation. It’s at https://www.catholic.org.au/prayathome 
These resources include several lived-streamed Masses as well as prayers. 
For those who are more comfortable with old-fashioned TV, Channel Ten televises a Mass 
on Sunday morning at 6am. 
 
Masses and prayers: Please pray for Bill Rogerson (died 22/3, funeral St Joseph’s 28/3), 
Fr Ray Farrell (died 27/3, funeral 2/4), Sam Pirotta (died 20/3), Maurice Ryan (died 20/3 in 

Ireland), Ron Kilgour, Marge Kilgour, Henri, Yolande & Yves Zacaropoulos and the sick, 
including those with coronavirus, Kevin Jewell & Gary Shipton. 
 
REACHING OUT 
 

People are offering to help reach out to isolated parishioners. The first challenge is to find 
out who might benefit from contact so if you yourself or someone you know – a neighbour 
for example, would like for someone from the Parish to be in touch with them please email 
their contact details to us.  
 
Church structure update: The new church doors are in operation. 
 

St Joseph's Catholic Primary School Riverwood are accepting applications for 
enrolment for 2021 until 31 May 2020. Please call the school office on 9533 3341 for 
further information. 
 

Collections Last Week  
 

 

1st:  $589 2nd:   $310 Envelopes:   $697 

Church Roof Fund:  $676,636     Project Compassion:   $260         
 
 
 

 
PRAYER IN TIME OF PANDEMIC 

Almighty and all-merciful God, 

lover of the human race, healer of all our wounds, 

in whom there is no shadow of death, 

save us in this time of crisis; 

grant wisdom and courage to our leaders; 

watch over all medical people 

as they tend the sick and work for a cure; 

stir in us a sense of solidarity beyond all isolation; 

if our doors are closed, let our hearts be open. 

By the power of your love destroy the virus of fear, 

that hope may never die 

and the light of Easter, the triumph of life, 

may shine upon us and the whole world. 

Through Jesus Christ, the Lord risen from the dead, 

who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Holy Mary, health of the sick, pray for us. 

St Joseph, guardian of us all, pray for us. 


